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Overview 

The knowledge from this 1908 book will find you when 
you’re ready. Reality as we know it is far larger and 
more all-encompassing that you may have ever 
considered. In fact, by the gift of rationality and reason, 
we can discern that the eternal multiverse is one giant 
imagination. Furthermore, Hermetic secret societies 
have passed down priceless knowledge from Ancient 
Egypt about our true nature. The universe is comprised 
of vibrating beings, situated at various levels of power 
over the flows of fate. These entities are still mortal 
compared to The All (i.e. God). They were once-human 
souls, and simply learned how to ascend to the next 
levels spiritually. The Kybalion kindly requests that the 
reader not cast pearls before swine, sharing this 
priceless knowledge on the universe’s inner workings 
with unworthy listeners. So be prudent when 
spreading it, lest you turn against the tides of fate! 

“They reserve their pearls of wisdom for the few elect, who recognize 
their value and who wear them in their crowns, instead of casting 

them before the materialistic vulgar swine, who would trample them 
in the mud and mix them with their disgusting mental food.” 

Introduction 

When you’re ready, and your ears are open, the 
knowledge of the past Masters will speak to you. 
Hermes was an Ancient Egyptian mystic who was the 
teacher of the biblical Abraham, and from whom all 
philosophies and religions can trace their roots, even 
the ancient Indian religions. This knowledge has been 
dutifully passed down each generation, but only to the 
select few worthy of it. This work is meant to contain 
only the most fundamental teachings, as the master key 
for other philosophical/occult/religious works. 

Chapter I: The Hermetic Philosophy 

ermes Trismegistus (or “Thoth” / “The Master of
Masters”) lived to be 300 years old in his most recent
incarnation. This was long before the days of Moses, in 
the times of the oldest Egyptian dynasties, where and 

when the root of all religion lies. A few kept the Flame 
of ermes’ teachings alive, this Master Key veiled 
behind and within teachings like alchemy and 
astrology, to be forever known as “The Kybalion”. 
Techniques for wielding mental forces and transmitting 
vibrations between people is what alchemy’s “lead-
into-gold” symbolizes. Alchemy was always mental, not 
metal, and that’s the real secret of magic. 

Chapter II: The 7 Hermetic Principles 

1. Mentalism: “The All” is literally everything in and 
including the universe. It is an infinite living mind. 

2. Correspondence: In the various spiritual planes of 
the universe, similar principles apply. 

“As above, so below; as below, so above.” 

3. Vibration: Everything is always vibrating, and the 
distinction between matter & mind is a spectrum of 
higher-frequency vibrating energy. Spirit vibrates 
so fast it seems at rest, like a high-speed video of a 
spinning wheel where the spokes disappear. And 
vibrations can be controlled, in yourself and others. 

4. Polarity: Nothing exists without its opposite, 
which are 2 ends of the same thing. There’s no hard
without soft, sharp without dull, good without evil. 

“Everything is Dual; everything has poles; everything has its pair of
opposites; like and unlike are the same; opposites are identical in 

nature, but different in degree; extremes meet; all truths 
are but half-truths; all paradoxes may be reconciled.” 

5. Rhythm: Everything flows, and the pendulum 
always swings. Back and forth, to and fro it goes. 
There’s no action without reaction, no rise without 
a fall. And Hermetics can learn to escape its effects; 
to learn how to choose a better pole and stay there; 
to use and not get used by this ancient principle. 

6. Cause & Effect: Nothing happens by chance; 
there’s always some cause behind each effect
pulling the strings, whether you can see it or not. 
Higher planes control the lower planes. Most 
people are swept along by their environment or life 


